UIC COD CLINIC & RESEARCH DAY 2024
 DEADLINE FOR ALL ABSTRACT SUBMISSIONS IS
January 18, 2024
***Absolutely NO abstract submission deadline extensions***

Carefully read and adhere to these ABSTRACT SUBMISSION GUIDELINES and the corresponding ABSTRACT TEMPLATEs provided in this announcement. 
Uploads of the abstract must be as a Word file using the correct abstract template form.
PDF files will not be accepted.

1. Abstract Title cannot exceed 10 words and must be in all bolded capital (UPPER CASE) letters.

2. Abstract Body cannot exceed 300 words.  Edit carefully.  Abstracts will appear as submitted.

3. List the presenting author as the first author on the abstract.  The first author must submit the abstract and will also be listed as the corresponding author; please use an institutional (ex. UIC.edu) email address.  Each presenter can submit only one abstract for presentation.  Use the COD mentor’s Department as the default Department for dental student presenters.  CATs with multiple presenters: consider by student level and/or last name alphabetically.

4. A faculty supervisor or mentor must be included as a co-author and must be listed as last author.  The supervisor’s/mentor’s email address must be provided.  Submitters must obtain approval of the abstract form from the faculty supervisor/mentor prior to submission and the faculty supervisor/mentor must be sent an email notice of the submission by the submitter.  All co-authors must approve the abstract before submission to ensure that co-authors are aware that their names are listed on the submission. Note: C&R Day personnel are not responsible for tracking faculty members’ submissions.

5. Abstract judging is based on the level of the presenter [undergraduate college student, dental student (traditional or advanced standing), graduate college student (who are not in a post-graduate clinical/resident training program; i.e., in MS, PhD, or dual-doc training), resident (with or without concurrently pursuing a master’s degree) or post-doctoral fellow and the abstract science category (see #10 below)] corresponding to the information on the submission form. 

6. ALL FUNDING SOURCES MUST BE LISTED IN THE ABSTRACT (not part of the abstract body word count).  If the work was supported by a grant or other funding mechanism, the source of funding must be listed (e.g., NIH grant, or corporate contract).  If the study is supported by the College of Dentistry or a Department, please acknowledge the UIC College of Dentistry or Department as a funding source & similarly if applicable for other universities/UIC colleges.

7. ALL HUMAN SUBJECT OR ANIMAL RESEARCH MUST HAVE THE APPROPRIATE APPROVAL (not part of the abstract body word count). IRB and ACC protocol numbers must be included at the end of the abstract.  Incorrect or missing information may be grounds for withdrawal of the abstract and presentation.  New for 2024 Case Report information on de-identification is provided with the Case Report submission form. 

8. The following certifications are implied with each abstract submission regardless of category:  mentor's and co-author’s approvals; accuracy, proper formatting, spelling, and grammar; commitment for mentor and presenter to attend the full 2024 C&R Day; and self-acknowledgement of final submission.  Breaches of the required processes or approvals may lead to withdrawal of the abstract and presentation.  Note: Keep a copy of the submission materials and provide copies to supervisor/mentor and all co-authors.  

9. Submission is a commitment to the following:
a. Presenters and Mentors must attend the full 2024 C&R Day (Thursday March 7, 2024), including the Poster Presentation or CAT Presentation assignment, Keynote Speaker and Awards Ceremony.
b. Poster Presenters:  Have poster printed through COD IT following the “to be announced” IT deadline schedule and template.  If unable to meet the IT printing deadlines, a poster must be provided via a different route, following the same template layout, at the presenter’s or supervisor/mentor’s expense.
c. CAT Presenters: CAT format is “table clinic style”, to be set up and removed on Thursday, March 7, 2024, following instruction and scheduling assignments, as provided by the CAT Science Area Team.  The presenters incorporate their choice and design for creative display, such as appropriate models, armamentarium, photographs (HIPAA PHI compliant), and specimens.  Posters/graphic supplemental materials for the CAT Division are required but need not utilize COD IT.  Appropriate CAT supporting materials for must be displayed.  See below on this document for further for CAT details.

10. The COD C&R 2024 website will open ~mid-December with the final submission deadline of January 18, 2024. Please use the science area specific materials for abstract submission.  Adhere to research and ethics approvals and protocols, including the C&R Day Protocol for De-identification of Protected Health Information.  Science areas are Basic/Translational Science (BTS), Clinical/Translational Science (CTS), Population Health Science (PHS), Case Report (CaseR), Literature Review (LitR), and Critically Appraised Topic (CAT).  The C&R Day Committee may change science area assignments based on programmatic flow, balance and need; if reassignments are made, the presenter(s) and mentor will be notified.

11. Following the submission of abstracts, information will be provided for the 2024 PowerPoint Poster templates and CAT formatting instructions, as well as the presentation location and schedule. 


For General C&R Day info contact: Associate Dean for Research Dr. Ana Bedran-Russo (bedran@uic.edu)
For Scientific Program aspects (i.e., abstract submissions) contact: Dr. Linda Kaste (kaste@uic.edu)
For content specific questions consult the 2024 C&R Day Scientific Area Team Lead as listed on the corresponding abstract submission template.

Information Specifically Related to CAT Abstracts & Presentations
Critically Appraised Topic (CAT)
A Critically Appraised Topic (CAT) is a “short summary of a search and critical appraisal of the best available evidence in literature related to a focused clinical question to help make clinical decisions”.  A short type of systematic review, it provides a brief assessment of what is known about an intervention or issue. 
A CAT is patient-centered and based on “real-life” clinical scenarios.  Critical appraisal is one of the key steps of evidence-based decision making, which involves assessing the strengths and limitations of the most relevant and best available research literature.  Evidence-based dentistry is an integration of best available evidence with clinical expertise and patients’ needs and preferences.  As the primary objective of evidence-based practice is to improve the quality of health care and patient outcomes, CATs are essential tools to bring evidence-based tools chairside for making optimal patient-specific decisions.
Parts of a CAT: “Ask, Search, Appraise, Apply, and Evaluate”
1.	Ask: Define a clear, concise, and focused question – Asking a focused and answerable question that translates uncertainty to an answerable question; use a search framework such as PICO to help. 
2.	Search: Develop a search strategy – Searching for the best, highest quality evidence available, identify search terms, work out how to combine them, and select a limited number of appropriate databases.  Include details such as date of search and number of reviewers among these methods. Identify the relevant studies that help answer your question.
3.	Appraise: Critically appraise the located evidence – Critically appraising the evidence for validity and clinical relevance, describe and appraise the included studies such as the methodological appropriateness of each study.
4.	Apply: Application of the results to clinical practice – Carefully consider the applicability/generalizability of the evidence to the clinical patient scenario.  Summarize and translate into clinically useful measures of accuracy, efficacy, or risk.
5.	Evaluate: Evaluation of performance – Prepare a one-page summary evaluating the effects of the topic on improving patient care while sharing and spreading knowledge with colleagues: What’s the “bottom line” suggested by the evidence, as part of the “table clinic” display.

** Keep in mind that the CAT Division uses a “Table Clinic Style” type of presentation
** CAT is NOT simply a poster presentation: no larger poster requirements as in other C&R Day Science Areas
** Consider displaying Models, Specimens, Photographs, Charts, and a One or Two-Page CAT summary
** Feel free to ask the CAT Team Members questions: Lead Dr. Bara (rbara@uic.edu) and Drs. Narvekar & Maclin
** A CAT “workshop” will be held after abstract submission to provide more information on presentation.
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